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St. Julie’s Catholic High School – Assessment  
We are committed to providing a broad and 

balanced curriculum for students such that they 

can learn widely, gain a greater depth of 

knowledge, and prepare for the world of work and 

lifelong learning. We are also committed to 

ensuring that the curriculum provides statutory 

opportunities for students and access to the most 

beneficial qualifications that will allow students to 

make excellent progress and also prepare them 

for further education and employment. In 

response to curriculum and assessment changes 

we continually review how we can best support 

our students. This booklet outlines how we assess 

students and support their progression through 

the curriculum.  

How do we monitor knowledge and skills to 

ensure that students master foundational 

concepts?  

 

St Julie’s Catholic High School have taken part in a 

two-year programme called Embedding Formative 

Assessment (EFA), in collaboration with Schools, 

Students and Teachers Network (SSAT) and 

evidence-based research from the Education 

Endowment Foundation (EEF).  

During this programme all teachers at St Julie’s 

spent time developing their assessment and 

feedback techniques across all KS3-5 classes. 

Subject teachers provide feedback to students 

which focuses on the key principles of effective 

assessment such as moving learning forward and 

targeting the specific learning gaps that students 

may exhibit. This may take the form of written or 

verbal feedback. The EEF recommendations state 

that the method of giving feedback is less 

important than ensuring the key principles of 

effective feedback are followed. As such, your 

daughter may receive less written feedback, 

however your daughter will be receiving more 

continuous feedback throughout lessons.  

What is formative assessment? 

Formative assessment is a planned, ongoing 

process used by all students and teachers during 

learning and teaching to elicit and use evidence of 

student learning to improve student 

understanding of intended disciplinary learning 

outcomes and support students to become self-

directed learners. This type of assessment is 

constant, responsive to individual student’s needs, 

supports decision-making during the lesson and 

enables the teacher to modify their plans to 

support progress in the lesson.  

St. Julie’s formative assessment includes: 

• Reflection and consolidation tasks to 

support prior knowledge, support 

retrieval and build students’ long-term 

memory store. 

• Low stakes and diagnostic questioning to 

unpick common misconceptions 

• Chunk and scaffold learning to ensure 

that students’ schema is built 

incrementally and securely 

• Peer and self-assessment 

• In-class live marking by the teacher 

• Automated homework will support 

ongoing formative assessment using in-

house school systems, eg Sparxmaths, 

Reading Plus.  

 

Summative assessments - the goal of summative 

assessment is to evaluate students’ learning at the 

end of a topic by comparing it against a standard 

or benchmark. During the academic year, your 

daughter will complete a minimum of three 

summative assessments.  

 

The importance of assessment - valid and reliable 

assessment will inform teachers how well 

students in their class have learnt a particular 

topic and whether any adaptations will be needed 

to their planning or curriculum design. Well-

designed assessment should allow students to 

show how well they have learnt the knowledge 

and skills taught. Students need to have learnt 

curriculum content sufficiently well in order to 

make progress. 

What happens as a result of the assessment? 

Assessment data will inform teachers and pupils 

about strengths in their understanding and gaps 

in their knowledge. This will allow both teacher 

and pupil to focus on areas for improvement.  
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Curriculum Progression Sheets - alongside the 

above assessment methods, we introduced 

curriculum progression sheets in September 2022 

for each topic or unit of work. Each student has a 

copy of this information in their exercise book and 

can be used as a resource to build schema 

incrementally as well as support retention and 

retrieval techniques for learning. Please see below 

two examples. 

 

Year 7 Art – half-term 1 

 
 

Year 10 Chemistry – half-term 2 
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Reporting to parents – understanding your daughter’s academic and 

pastoral report 
Your daughter will receive three academic reports 

during the year. Her third academic report will 

include a detailed end-of-year statutory written 

report regarding her progress. Please see below a 

brief explanation of the report: 

Effort grades – what do the numbers mean? 

Grade  Meaning  

1 Outstanding effort 
• actively demonstrates the Notre 

Dame values of St. Julie each day. 
• is always well organised and arrives 

at lessons ready to learn. 
• fully engages in all tasks and 

completes work to the best of her 
ability.  

• works well with her peers and 
makes a positive contribution to 
lessons.  

• always submits work on time 

2 Good effort  
• regularly demonstrates the Notre 

Dame values of St. Julie.  
• is usually well organised and arrives 

at lessons ready to learn.  
• usually engages in all tasks and 

often completes work to the best of 
her ability. 

• contributes constructively when 
working with her peers.  

• usually submits work when 
required.  

3 Satisfactory effort  
• occasionally demonstrates the 

Notre Dame values of St. Julie. 
• often fails to prepare and arrives to 

lessons not ready to learn.  
• rarely engages with tasks or 

completes work to the best of her 
ability. 

• needs encouragement to stay on 
task when working with her peers 
and can distract others.  

• rarely submits work when required. 

4 Inadequate effort 
• rarely demonstrates the Notre 

Dame values of St. Julie. 
• regularly fails to attend lessons 

prepared and ready to learn. 
• regularly fails to engage in tasks or 

to complete work. 
• rarely works effectively with peers 

and can frequently distract others. 
• regularly fails to submit work when 

required.  

Summative assessments 

Your daughter will complete three summative 

assessments during the academic year and build 

on her knowledge at each assessment point, for 

example, at summative assessment point 3 

(DP03), she will answer questions covering topics 

and knowledge from half-term 1 to 6.  

Following each summative assessment both you 

and your daughter will receive detailed feedback 

across all subject areas. This feedback will 

highlight areas of strength and areas for 

development.  

The information from each assessment will be 

collated over the course of your daughter’s key 

stage and will allow her teachers to monitor her 

progress and provide relevant in-class support.  

Academic reporting 

In your daughter’s report you will see her 

summative assessment result presented as a 

grade in KS4/5 or as a percentage score 

compared against the average percentage score 

from pupils of a similar prior attainment level in 

KS3. 

The on-track mark (Y or N) will indicate if we have 

any progress concerns. If this states N (not on 

track), this will signpost the member of staff to 

address the gaps in your daughter’s knowledge by 

adapting their lessons and planning. We use 

question level analysis to determine strengths and 

weaknesses in knowledge and understanding.  

The similar prior-attaining group average score (at 

KS3) provides a benchmark as a performance 

indicator. This percentage may vary across subject 

areas due to the different disciplines and topics 

taught. Alongside this, subject teachers will have 

rank order data for their classes, band and year 

group so that they can put the appropriate in-

class intervention in place.  
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Example KS3 Report: 

 

 

 

Attendance reporting 

In your daughter’s report you will see her 

attendance for the current academic year to date. 

This attendance will be compared against the 

minimum expected attendance of 97%. The 

report will also highlight the number of lessons 

your daughter has missed in the current academic 

year. 

Example: 

 

 

Pastoral reporting 

This part of the report highlights your daughter’s 

achievements, commendations, merits and 

sanctions in relation to the average number 

gained by pupils across the year group. This 

information is also regularly shared via the My 

Child At School app should you wish to monitor 

your daughter’s accomplishments on a daily basis. 

Example: 

 

 

Reading reporting 

Finally, this part of the report includes your 

daughter’s reading age compared against her 

chronological age. Reading tests take place during 

the academic year, and we have a whole-school 

approach to reading across all key stages. 

Improved reading scores means that students can 

access the curriculum and progress at an 

improved rate. Your daughter’s report will also 

include a copy of her merits, commendations, 

achievements and behaviour logs alongside her 

attendance and punctuality report.  

Example: 
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Assessment windows 2025-26 
Formal assessments for each year group take place by the following times (further details will be 

communicated directly by curriculum leaders): 

Year group Summative assessment 1  

(DP01) 

Summative assessment 2 (DP02) Summative assessment 3 

(DP03) 

7 and 8 16/11/26 01/03/27 05/07/27 

 

Year group Summative assessment 1 

(DP01) 

Summative assessment 2 

(DP02) 

Summative assessment 3 

(DP03) 

9 16/11/26 25/03/27 05/07/27 

 

Year group Summative assessment 1 

(DP01) 

Summative assessment 2 

(DP02) 

Mocks & Summative assessment 3 (DP03) 

10 05/10/26 01/02/27 21/06/27 – 05/07/27 

 

Year 

group 

Summative assessment 1 

(DP01) 

Mocks & Summative assessment 2 

(DP02) 

Summative assessment 3  

(DP03) 

11 05/10/26 23/11/26 – 07/12/26 25/03/26 

 

Year group Summative assessment 1  

(DP01) 

Summative assessment 2 (DP02) Summative assessment 3 

(DP03) 

12 23/11/26 15/03/27 05/07/27 

 

Year group Summative assessment 1  

(DP01) 

Mocks & Summative assessment 2 

(DP02) 

Summative assessment 3 

(DP02) 

13 05/10/26 11/01/27 – 25/01/27 25/03/26 

How can my child extend their learning? 
Curriculum Summary Booklets are available for all key stages on the school website: 

https://www.stjulies.org.uk/curriculum.html 

Approved online learning materials also include: 

https://www.spaxmaths.com 

https://www.sparxscience.com 

https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login  

Each department will also provide wider reading materials and links to podcasts and resources.  

 

A copy of the school’s assessment policy can be found on our website or by using the QR code below.  

https://www.stjulies.org.uk/curriculum.html
https://www.spaxmaths.com/
https://www.sparxscience.com/
https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login

