
Dear all,

I am writing to express my concern about the current upward trend in the use of
electrically assisted pedal cycles (EAPCs) and electric bikes in Merseyside.

To address this, Merseyside Police has launched Operation Gears , a
targeted campaign to tackle serious organised crime, robbery and ASB linked to
the illegal use of two-wheeled vehicles, including electric motorcycles, scooters
and non-compliant e-bikes.

As with all major cities, Liverpool is experiencing a boom in electric bikes and
electrically assisted pedal cycles (EAPCs). Whilst this is seen by many as an
alternative to public transport and the increased cost of vehicles, this has
undoubtedly presented a problem whereby electric bikes / EAPCs are reported
as a dominant form of transport, many do not understand the legalities in
relation to these bikes and alongside the education, there will be those who
inherently utilise these for criminality and target vulnerable users.

Merseyside Police are committed to tackling the increased threat and risk
posed by EAPCs and electric bikes but in doing so, education is needed for
those using them.

A large portion of riders are young people, sometimes illegally dependent on
their age and the absence of a substantial driver’s licence. More importantly,
they are leaving themselves vulnerable to being targeted for the bikes which are
seen as a high-value item. There have been many reports of various crime that
are cross-cut with electric bikes being involved and we do not want any of our
Merseyside young people to become a victim of any crime.

We believe there is a need to develop a better understanding of laws and
regulations that govern the use of these EAPCs and electric bikes despite



 numerous social media and news reports. This letter intends to seek your
support to educate your students and parents through your assemblies,
newsletters, and online platforms.

This is in the hope that with this education; firstly, the roads become safer for
both adults and especially children, but also pedestrians, as we recognise
some who ride electric bikes, do so on pavements, endangering the safety of
others and secondly; to reduce the number of victims associated with EAPCs
/ electric bikes including road traffic accidents, theft, and robbery, which have
an added impact on both our NHS and Mersey Fire and rescue service. The
safety also extends not just when riding the bike but storage of bikes as some
batteries can become unstable which has sadly caused house fires, some
fatal.

ELECTRICALLY ASSISTED PEDAL CYCLES (EAPCs)
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and accelerator

Battery mounted to the frame with zip
ties or other methods

Electric motor mounted to
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without pedalling

You can ride an electric bike if you’re 14 or over, as long as it meets certain
requirements. These electric bikes are known as ‘electrically assisted pedal
cycles’ (EAPCs).

Identifying an illegal



You do not need a licence to ride one and it does not need to be registered,
taxed or insured.

What counts as an EAPC?
EAPC standards and legal requirements - GOV.UK

An EAPC must have pedals that can be used to propel it.

It must show either:
The power output
The manufacturer of the motor
The battery’s voltage
The maximum speed of the bike

 
It’s electric motor:

Must have a maximum power output of 250 watts 
Should not be able to propel the bike when it’s travelling more than
15.5mph

Where you can ride?
If a bike meets the EAPC requirements, it’s classed as a normal pedal bike.
This means you can ride it 
On cycle paths and anywhere else pedal bikes are allowed.

 
Any electric bike that does not meet the EAPC rules is classed as a
motorcycle or moped and needs to be registered and taxed. 

You’ll need a driving licence to ride one and you must wear a crash helmet.
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/electrically-assisted-pedal-cycles-eapcs/electrically-assisted-pedal-cycles-eapcs-in-great-britain-information-sheet


OFF-ROAD ELECTRIC MOTORCYCLE

Lack of peddles

Large motor and battery pack

No vehicle
registration plate tail

light or indicators 

SOLD FOR OFF-ROAD USE ONLY 
(PRIVATE LAND ONLY IF THE RIDER HAS PERMISSION)

No headlight or indicators

This is an electric motorcycle. 

Some of the most well-known manufacturers of off-road electric motorcycles
would include SUR-RON, Talaria, Bultaco, Stealth etc. 

They are not street-legal. 

They are only street-legal with a valid number plate, registered with the DVLA,
taxed and MOT’d.

You may hear these motorcycles also referred to as ‘scrambler bikes’.
 
 

Identifying an illegal



POWERED SCOOTERS
Identifying an illegal

External company VOI (you may spot them as the
red scooters around Merseyside) are the only
road-legal versions of the powered scooters. 

All powered scooters are classified as Personal Light
Electric Vehicles (PLEVs) 
The only place privately owned scooters can be used is
on private land (with the landowners’ permission) 
If used on the road or in a public place, they are  treated
as motor vehicles 



We will continue to tackle the issue from a policing perspective but work
closely alongside partner agencies as we recognise that we need assistance
beyond the police to tackle this upward trend. I am sure you are in agreement
to ensure the safety of the students is paramount and with that, I hope that
with this bit of education, we can make students and parents make better
choices and enable the safety of themselves and others. 
 
Related articles:

Only purchase safe and legal e-bikes: new Government safety campaign 
Panorama - E-Bikes: The Battle for Our Streets - BBC iPlayer
Warning issued after three people die due to lithium battery fires -
Liverpool Echo 

 
Kind Regards
Sergeant Carly Slinger
Prevention Hub 
Merseyside Police

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/only-purchase-safe-and-legal-e-bikes-new-government-safety-campaign-urges-public
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/only-purchase-safe-and-legal-e-bikes-new-government-safety-campaign-urges-public
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0026sww/panorama-ebikes-the-battle-for-our-streets
https://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/news/liverpool-news/warning-issued-after-three-people-30520792
https://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/news/liverpool-news/warning-issued-after-three-people-30520792
https://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/news/liverpool-news/warning-issued-after-three-people-30520792


Register your bike
Register your bike for free by visiting The
National Cycle Crime Database/BikeRegister.
Merseyside Police are now actively checking
bikes on the National Cycle Database. If your
bike is stolen, this will significantly increase the
chances of you getting your bike back. Scan
the QR code (to the right) to register your bike
on BikeRegister.

TOP TIPS TO
PROTECT YOUR BIKE

M Mark your bike
Attend a free bike marking event advertised by Merseyside Police. These are
advertised on the local Merseyside Police social media channels. Your make is
83% less likely to be stolen if it is both marked and registered.

A Awareness
When you are out on your bike be aware of your surroundings and don’t let
thieves try to steal it. When out on the street leave your bike in a well lit area
where it can be seen by passers by. Lock both wheels and the frame to a
cycle strand, or an immoveable object. Make sure the lock goes through the
frame, wheel and the post you are securing it to. Take any removable items
with you.

R

K Keep out of view
When at home store your bike in a shed or garage. Don’t leave the bike
unattended outside the front of your house. Remember to secure it to an
immovable object.

I Insure
If you have invested a significant amount of money into your bike, consider
specialist bike insurance or check your home insurance covers you for theft
away from home.

T Top bike lock
A decent bike lock is worth its weight in gold. A heavy-duty bike lock can
make thieves jobs more difficult, often meaning they want to steal aa bike
that is less secure. Make sure you buy a Sold Secure Diamond or Gold Lock.


