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The A Level Biology course offers an
exciting chance to study life in all its
diversity.

The course begins inside the human
body looking at key systems — their
structure, how they work and what
happens when they go wrong.

Genes and genetics are the basis of life
and their study at this level will answer
some of the questions of why organisms
are all so different. Cutting edge
technology such as gene therapy and
genetic fingerprinting will prove
fascinating.

Population studies will give an idea of
the fine balance that is needed in nature
and in human populations and the
consequences of upsetting this balance.
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A Level: Biology

The course ends with a further look at
the body and how it is controlled.

The course is assessed by written
examinations, one for each unit. Practical
work is an important part of the course. It
provides many opportunities for
scientific investigation and is the basis
for examination using ISAs (Investigative
Skills Assignments).

The units are as follows:

AS Biology and Disease

AS The Variety of Life

Investigative and Practical Skills for AS
Biology

A2 Population and Environment

A2 Control in Cells and in Organisms
Investigative and Practical Skills for A2
Biology

A-Level Biology can lead to a
variety of careers and further
opportunities to study. It is
for those students aiming to
be nurses, doctors,
radiographers,
physiotherapists, speech
therapists, opticians to name
but a few in the medical field.

It can also lead to research
opportunities in industry and
the field, conservation work,
animal welfare, food science
and nutrition.

For those students aiming to
become teachers it can lead to
science teaching qualifications
and is also a good grounding
for primary teaching.




